
Maths Activities 

 

Practise counting to 10.  

Count going up the stairs at bedtime and down again. Count the number of peas 

on the plate then eat 2 and ask how many are left etc. 

 

Get your child to join in with the following counting songs we do in F1. Joining in 

with these songs is not just enjoyable but it’s a link to activities we do in 

nursery daily. These are great just to put on the tv or when your child is having 

some screen time on a phone or tablet.  

https://youtu.be/uGL7xYEVeaY - Hartman Count To 10. 

https://youtu.be/diMJIlv-4N0 - Pancake Manor Count To 10. 

 

You could make something similar to this at home and use pennies, pebbles or 

cotton wool balls if you don’t have buttons. Get your child to look at the number 

carefully and discuss which number it is. Then get them to put that amount of 

items in the space next to the number. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/uGL7xYEVeaY
https://youtu.be/diMJIlv-4N0


Use paints and get your child to dip their finger in the paint and count carefully 

the sections of the caterpillar. Once dry save the picture and check regularly to 

see if they can count the sections again and recognise the numbers if possible. 

 

 

 

 

This activity is not only good for counting but also is a great ‘funky fingers’ 

activity. You can use tweezers and smaller cotton wool balls or pom-poms if you 

have them. You can just get your child to transfer the balls from one place to 

another. It helps strengthen the muscles needed to begin pencil control and 

writing. We always have a funky fingers activity in nursery daily. 

 

 

 



You can also mix items up and incorporate colours and size too. Questions such 

as: “Can you use the tweezers and pick me out a large, red button?” 

 

 

 

 

 

Use toys and items you have around the house to order according to size. 

“Which is the biggest? Which is the smallest?” 

 



   

Just use whatever you have around the house such as these ideas above. 

Create a treasure hunt and ask the children to find you items from around the 

house and garden to use in the activities. “Find me 3 toy cars that are different 

sizes?” Question them to check they know what colour they are too. 

 

Which is the biggest bowl, the smallest bear, the medium-sized bed? 



Literacy 

 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

 

 

We started reading this book before we closed the school and the 

children really enjoyed. It would be fab for you to talk about it with 

your child. 

Q1) What is the blurb?   

A) The writing on the back of a book which tells you what the 

book is about. 

Q2) What can they see in the picture? 

A) Green grass, meadow, flowers, bridge, troll, 3 goats, bells, 

horns etc. (Really get them to look closely at the picture as 

they can then tell you things in more detail) 

Q3) Can they remember what the goats were called? 

A) Gruff, Gruff and Gruff. 

Q4)  Why did the goats want to cross over the bridge? 

A) To get to the green, green grass. 



Q5) Are all the goats the same size? 

A) No, one is small, one is medium size and one is big. 

Q6) Are they all the same colour and have the same sized horns? 

A) No (discuss) 

 

 

Here is a link to a you-tube video where someone reads the story 

and it would be great if you could play it all the way through to begin 

with and then start from the beginning, encouraging your child to 

join in with the phrases (they will show you).  

During the week ask your child what the book is called and what it is 

about. Can they tell you what characters are in the book? What 

happens? What sounds do they make when they cross over the 

bridge? 

Watch the video daily asking your child to join in with the story.  

If possible, give your child paper and pens/crayons and ask them to 

draw the troll and the goats. If you have chalks and an outside space 

can they draw the meadow, the river and the bridge to begin with 

and then add the goats and Troll?  

Q1) Where is the Troll? 

A) Under the bridge. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/1vVs7im3RCU  

 

 

https://youtu.be/1vVs7im3RCU


Phonics 

It would be fantastic if you could do some simple phonics activities 

with your children. Below is some fun, phonics learning clips to watch 

with your child. It will be helpful to get your child to join in with the 

sounds as they are repeated. 

https://youtu.be/T4fvEl8MIvs - Phase 1 phonics sounds-set 1 

https://youtu.be/daOv3apd78s - Phase 1 phonics sounds- set 2 

 

The children also enjoy listening out for sounds around the house 

and in the garden. Encourage them to listen carefully and tell you 

what they can hear. What sound is it? Can they make that sound? 

Eg: Clock – tick-tock, tick-tock 

A bee – buzzzzzzzzz 

A ball bouncing – boing-boing 

A car – bruuuuuuummmm 

Someone going down a slide – weeeeeeeeeeeee 

 

It’s good fun and the children love it! You can always question them 

throughout the day saying things such as – “what sounds does a bee 

make?” or “what sounds does a snake make?” 

 

You can also incorporate some screen time watching and joining in with the Jolly 

Phonics songs on you-tube. We sing along to these daily in nursery and copy the 

actions too. These are very useful to help children in the lead up to them 

learning to read and for them to recognise what sounds each letter makes. 

https://youtu.be/WDAbIA4rFFE  

 

https://youtu.be/T4fvEl8MIvs
https://youtu.be/daOv3apd78s
https://youtu.be/WDAbIA4rFFE


Get Creative 

 

Make a dream catcher using a paper plate, some wool or string, paint 

and whatever beads, feathers, glitter you have. It’s great fun! 

  

 

Use egg cartons, paint and straws to make some beautiful flowers. 

Or use the bottom of a drinks bottle to make flower patterns. 

      

 

 

 

 



This is great fun too. Use a sheet of paper towel and markers to 

draw a rainbow. After that, gently wet it and see the colours merge 

together to make a gorgeous rainbow. 

 

 

 

Play-dough is amazing. I make it every Sunday ready for nursery on 

Monday. If you put it into a plastic bag after it has been used it can 

last over a week. It’s great to let your child use those muscles 

required to write and brilliant to see how creative they get with it 

too.  

 



                   

            

 

Just a few ideas. Lots of rolling into snakes and squashing it is 

excellent for their fine motor skills. Post some of their creations 

onto Wansbeck Twitter I’d love to see them. 

   

Use Lego or everyday items such as combs, kitchen equipment, 

rollers and coins to make patterns in the play-dough too. 



Hop-scotch is great as well with number recognition and counting.  

Have fun with it and you can always have a mini game with it too 

asking your child to find 3 red things or 5 toy cars and see if they 

can find the number.  

 

 

Use things you have around the house and create games together. 

  

                 

 

 

 



 

 

Or try a science experiment using skittles

 

 

The  most important thing is have fun!  

 

 


