
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Title 

To infinity and 

beyond 

Exploration 

Question 

Is anyone or anything 

out there? 

  

  

Learning Challenges 

Outcomes  
How will learning be demonstrated? 

  

Biography Neil Armstrong 

Science fiction story 

Moon landings reports, films and          

interview 

Explanation on the process  

Use of apps to produce an 

explanation on space 

Torches 

Abstract art for exhibition 
  

 

 

Environment – Solar system displays, Space    station 

area, display of home challenge 

Trips and Experiences – Planetarium visit from Zoolab 

Apollo 13 Film clips 

  

  

Immersion - experience that will grasp 
hearts and minds 

     

Audience and Exhibition 
 NASA local community / Ings library to display work 

Tim Peake communication 

Astronauts in the space station 

Exhibition of art to parents and our local community.  

 

What is the history of space travel?  How do we use an ordinance survey map? (Compass points/ grid references)  

Can I order the events of space travel chronologically? How can we use our geographical skills to locate areas on a map? 

How do we know the space events of true?   Can I locate countries and capital cities in Europe? 

How is space portrayed by artists?  Can you plan where to build a European Space centre using your geographical knowledge? 

What is abstract art?      Can I perform a space play? 

Can I use my artistic skills to create a space painting?   

Can I design and make a rocket? 

Can I make my rocket light up using circuits? 

 

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic 

Reading and Key Text Links 

Iron Man—Ted Hughes  

Film Sparks: ET, Star Wars, Back to the Future, Apollo 13, 

Doctor Who and John Lewis advert 

Author Study:  Steve Cole Astrosaurs 

Related to both the Literacy Key Texts and other curriculum 

areas children read short passages of text  

independently and answer Af2 and Af3 questions to be stuck 

into the topic books related to the  

curriculum area that we are learning about 

Writing Links 

Playscript and use of ICT to present – First man on the moon 

broadcast to mission control. 

Biography - Neil Armstrong / Alternative Biography of Buzz 

Lightyear. 

Newspaper Report – Space disaster 

Instructions – How to construct a light 

Numeracy: Opportunities for maths across the curriculum 

Calculations -  based on the size of planets using scaling to 

produce a scaled down version. 

Handling Data – Space Missions from various countries, 

Distances to planets etc. 

Measures – Distances between planets, using scaling to scale 

down to practical units of measure. 

Social 

We will use technology to create a presentation about artist on the blog to the public tweet Peter Thorpe to read and 

also to have a look at out art work @peterthorpe 

Registered for Tim Peakes web cam 

Tweet people related to out topic to view our work on our blog. Can we get a retweet from them? @NASA   

@astro_timpeake 

Exhibition of art work to parents in an art gallery setting with our work displayed and framed as it would be in a 

real exhibition. 

Astronauts reading our work as the intended audience for our work. 

Emotional 

We will consider different creation stories and theories. Using the information we find we will make 

our own choices and share personal thoughts and beliefs. We will learn how to challenge others in a 

respectful way whilst also sharing our own views and understanding that it is acceptable if others 

don’t always agree with us.  

We find another planet with people living on it with no rule of law. What would be different 

between this planet and Britain? How would their planet be organised? What questions would you 

want to find out? How could we develop rules of law for these people? We will link this to 

respecting different viewpoints and understanding how our country is ruled democratically and why 

this is so important to us. We will also link democracy to our school life e.g. circle times and how 

everyone has the opportunity to speak and be listened to.  

We will consider the impact on families watching their loved one setting off on a trip into space and 

the impact this would have had on their emotions and how families would have prepared for such 

missions.  

 



  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography History 
Overview 

Overview: As Geographers we will look at the earth and Year 4 will develop this further to look at 

the countries, continents and the oceans locating the equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and 

the Greenwich Meridian and other important aspects of the 

Earth. We will study and area in the United Kingdom and 

contrast it with an area in Europe in the context of NASA 

looking for a perfect area to build its European Headquarters. 

Year 3 will use maps to locate at least 8 countries in Europe for 

this and Year 4 will develop this 

further to know the names and 

location of at least 8 major 

capital cities of the world, which includes Europe. Year 3 will look at 

human characteristics with support from their teacher about which 

location would suit the headquarters best and Year 4 will look and 

the key physical and human characteristics and which would be 

better to plan the headquarters of a location in Europe.  

Overview 

As historians we will study the theme of space by travelling back in time and exploring the 

history of space travel and how it was made possible. In Year 3, we will use evidence to 

describe the beliefs and ideas of people in the past regarding space and Year 4 will develop 

this further to look at the consequences of some of these beliefs and how space travel 

developed over time due to these beliefs.  

We will consider what the impact of this is on our society and 

what changes have been made to everyday life by exploring the 

world above us. We will gain an accurate understanding of this 

by using more than one source of evidence and understand the 

importance of this. We will develop this further in Year 4 by 

choosing our own sources of evidence that we believe will be 

the most suitable and explain why we chose these.  

We will look at Neil Armstrong and Galilei and their 

contributions to what is known about Space. We will create a 

time line about Neil Armstrong and focus on how his 

experiences led to him being a famous astronaut. Year 4 will 

develop this further by describing the world around Neil 

Armstrong at the time and describe how the first moon landing impacted society, including how 

different accounts of this historical event has led to differing accounts. We will also look at 

the first moon landing and the different historical accounts of the same event. We will focus 

on describing how people’s beliefs, experiences and ideas have led to different accounts and 

Year 4 will go further to focus on how the first moon landing was a significant historical change 

and consequences of this landing. 



  

 

 

 

Art D&T 

Overview 

As artists we will study Peter Thorpe and his abstract art themed around Space. We will look at 

what abstract art is and the style and technique Peter Thorpe has used. 

We  will start by recreating images in the style of Peter Thorpe and then 

we will move onto creating our own art in the same style. We will critique 

our pieces to improve them   

Overview 

As Design Technologists, we are going to plan, design and make a rocket. We are going to create a 

series or parallel circuit to ensure the rocket lights up. We will build a display of these rockets 

and children will create captions and reports to go on the display to educate other children about 

the rockets and how they created circuits within them.   

http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/resource/823/what-sort-of-light-will-work-for-

you 

 

Science 
Overview 

National Curriculum Links 

We will work scientifically by: 
✓ asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them 

✓ setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

✓ making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers and data loggers 

✓ gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions 

✓ recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables 

✓ reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions 

✓ using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions 

✓ identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes 

✓ using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings 

 Overview: As Scientists we will look at Earth and Space. We will work scientifically at every opportunity. 

 

EARTH AND SPACE - describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in the solar system 

EARTH AND SPACE - describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 

EARTH AND SPACE - describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies 

http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/resource/823/what-sort-of-light-will-work-for-you
http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/elibrary/resource/823/what-sort-of-light-will-work-for-you


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARTH AND SPACE - use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky 

ELECTRICITY -  identify common appliances that run on electricity 

ELECTRICITY -  construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 

ELECTRICITY -  identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery 

ELECTRICITY -  recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit 

ELECTRICITY -  recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good conductors 

 

 

 

 


